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States, including the State of Texas. 
So my question is, why do we go to Eu-
rope to make our decisions about our 
Constitution? After all, didn’t we leave 
Europe and England because we didn’t 
like the way they were doing things? 

Some say that the death penalty 
doesn’t deter, and we’ve heard all those 
arguments. Of course, it does deter one 
person from ever committing those 
crimes again. But my own concern is 
that justice demands that in some 
cases, like Elroy Chester, that the ulti-
mate price for the crimes that they 
have committed should be given, and 
that is a person’s forfeiture of their 
right to live. 

Some people actually earn the death 
penalty on their own by their conduct, 
and I am one of those that believes 
that that is just in appropriate cases. 
An injustice would occur if he were al-
lowed to have some other sentence 
other than what the jury verdict so im-
posed in his particular case. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this whole issue of 
cruel and unusual punishment, the 
eighth amendment, the history of the 
eighth amendment, what the Supreme 
Court now interprets that to mean, the 
method of execution, execution in any 
form, all of those issues now once again 
will be before the nine black-robed Jus-
tices down the street, and it would 
seem to me that they should follow the 
Constitution to the letter, the histor-
ical content of the eighth amendment 
and where it came from and the history 
of it and uphold the right of States 
and, in some cases, appropriate cases, 
to let juries make a determination that 
a person should pay the ultimate price 
for the crimes they have committed 
against society. 

They should make it very clear what 
method should be used in all cases for 
the execution of those like Elroy Ches-
ter who have earned the right to be ex-
ecuted for the crimes that they have 
committed, because you see, Mr. 
Speaker, justice is the one thing that 
we should always find in every case. 
Although the death penalty is a very 
serious punishment for crime, in cases 
of overwhelming guilt and over-
whelming evidence and overwhelming 
cruelty and criminal conduct and a 
slew of murders, a person has earned 
the punishment that juries impose. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 58 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HASTINGS of Florida) at 11 
o’clock and 52 minutes p.m. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3963, CHILDREN’S HEALTH 
INSURANCE PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. CARDOZA, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–408) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 774) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 3963) to amend title XXI 
of the Social Security Act to extend 
and improve the Children’s Health In-
surance Program, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 24, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 24, 2007, at 7:49 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 995. 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment and requests a conference with the 
House, appoints conferees H.R. 3043. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mrs. DAVIS of California (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of the San Diego wild fires. 

Mr. REYES (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of a death 
in the family. 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER (at the request of 
Mr. HOYER) for today and October 25 on 
account of family medical reasons. 

Mr. BUYER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today from noon and for 
the balance of the week on account of 
family illness. 

Mr. LEWIS of California (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and 
the balance of the week on account of 
the ongoing fire disaster in his district. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EDWARDS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. LAMPSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SNYDER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. ELLISON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DENT) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, October 31. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, October 31. 
Mr. WOLF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DENT, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Member (at his own 

request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, for 5 min-
utes, today. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the 
followings titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 327. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to develop and implement a 
comprehensive program designed to reduce 
the incidence of suicide among veterans. 

H.R. 1284. An act to increase, effective as of 
December 1, 2007, the rates of compensation 
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans. 

H.R. 3233. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at Highway 49 South in Piney Woods, Mis-
sissippi, as the ‘‘Laurence C. and Grace M. 
Jones Post Office Building.’’ 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 54 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, October 25, 2007, at 
10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3861. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Bifenthrin; Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA–HQ–OPP–2007–0471; FRL–8151–5] 
received October 18, 2007, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

3862. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Fenamidone; Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA–HQ–OPP–2006–0848; FRL–8152–9] 
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